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(Wording of Memorial Plaque cover photo)  

 

TERRITORY OF PAPUA AND NEW GUINEA 

IN      MEMORY      OF 

PATROL OFFICER 

GERALD LEO SZARKA 
-AND - 

CADET PATROL OFFICER 

GEOFFREY BRODRIBB HARRIS 
FIELD OFFICERS OF THE DEPARTMENT OF 

DISTRICT SERVICES AND NATIVE AFFAIRS 

6092 PA CONSTABLE BURITORI 
-AND - 

3349 CONSTABLE PURARI 
ROYAL PAPUA AND NEW GUINEA CONSTABULARY 

WHO LOST THEIR LIVES ON TERRITORY SERVICE IN 

THE TELEFOMIN AREA 

ON 10 NOVEMBER 1953 
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Extract Patrol Diary - Patrol Report Kiunga 9/62-63 (2/05/63) 

 

District Officer, Wewak arrives.  General discussions re patrol and proposed future area 

administration with A.D.O. Telefomin and D.O. 

 

NB: There were no Patrol Diary entries for period 29 April to 1 May 1963 
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Extract Patrol Diary - Patrol Report Kiunga 9/62-63 (3/05/63) 

 

D.O. Wewak departs for Wewak 

NB: No Diary Entry for 4th May 
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Extract Patrol Diary - Patrol Report Kiunga 9/62-63 (5/05/63) 

 

District Officer Daru arrives.  Again general discussions re patrol and proposed future area 

administration with D.O. and A.D.O. Telefomin. 
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Extract Patrol Diary - Patrol Report Kiunga 9/62-63 (6/05/63) 

 

Injured and/or debilitated carriers and police flown out to Kiunga this day.  Again 

discussions with D.O. Holmes – the Star Mountains patrol is officially terminating and P.P. 

Henderson who has returned this day from Kiunga will walk out [with the] rest of the 

carriers and police via Mt Blucher area to Kiunga. 
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Extract Patrol Diary - Patrol Report Kiunga 9/62-63 (7/05/63) 

 

D.O. with C.P.O. Classen departed for Daru and in C.P.O. Classen’s case, Kiunga. 

 

 

Extract Patrol Diary - Patrol Report Kiunga 9/62-63 (8 – 11/05/63) 

 

Preparing stores and supplies for P.O. Henderson’s departure. 
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Extract Patrol Diary - Patrol Report Kiunga 9/62-63 (12/05/63) 

 

Self departed Telefomin station with Sergeant Keme, Constable Karara and four Telefomin 

members of the R.P.N.G.C. detachment as escort to Medical Assistant and party visiting the 

Eliptimin area.  Passed through Ofokamin and camped at Komdovip Rest House. 
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Extract Patrol Diary - Patrol Report Kiunga 9/62-63 (13/05/63) 

 

At Komdovip 
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Extract Patrol Diary - Patrol Report Kiunga 9/62-63 (14/05/63) 
 

Departed Komdovip and moved through Dolvip to Teraptavit Rest House.  Track time 41/2 

hours. 
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Extract Patrol Diary - Patrol Report Kiunga 9/62-63 (15/05/63) 

 

At Teraptavit 

Extract Patrol Diary - Patrol Report Kiunga 9/62-63 (16/05/63) 

 

Departed Teraptavit and moved to Telefomin station to find Mr Henderson and patrol [had] 

returned owing to reported outbreak of chicken pox. 

 

 

Extract Patrol Diary - Patrol Report Kiunga 9/62-63 (17 - 18/05/63) 

 

Awaiting Governor General’s visit as per Headquarters instructions.  After discussions with 

Mr Henderson, he is now to move direct through the Faiwori area and home to Kiunga 

avoiding all contact with any groups not previously visited or living at any distance from 

the established direct trade routes. 
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Extract Patrol Diary - Patrol Report Kiunga 9/62-63 (19/05/63) 

His Excellency, Lord de’ Lisle, Governor General of Australia arrived at Telefomin where, 

at his request, he met individually [with] each member of the police detachment and 

congratulated them upon their bearing and the job of work which they had just completed.  

At dinner that evening at the A.D.O.’s residence, His Excellency displayed both interest and 

understanding in regard not only to the just completed patrol, but to field work in general as 

conducted by Native Affairs field staff in this Territory. 
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Extract Patrol Diary - Patrol Report Kiunga 9/62-63 (20/05/63) 

 

Governor General departs for Mount Hagen.  Mr Surveyor Groenewald instructed by radio to 

accompany Mr Henderson to Kiunga per foot.  S.T.O.L. Cessna arrives ex-Daru.  Self, Sergeant 

Keme, Constable Karara depart per same for Kiunga and Daru.   Arrived Daru 1700 hours and 

reported to D.O.   Patrol now officially terminates. 

 

……………………………………………. 

 

(Editorial  Comment:  As the initial Patrol Instructions and the subsequent patrol diary entries 

have been included in John Groenewald’s Diary, it is fitting to also include Des Fitzer’s 

conclusion following the termination of the patrol at Telefomin on 20 May 1963 as recorded in 

Patrol Report Kiunga 9/1962-63) 

 

The patrol achieved all bar the second objective given to it in the District Officer’s 

Patrol Instructions.  The failure to complete this objective is deeply regretted not 

only by the writer but also by all members of the patrol.   The decision to turn back 

was not lightly taken, and I must confess when taken was only done so, as I 

considered that it was extremely probable that any further efforts to move north-west 

would have jeopardised the lives of the weaker members of my carrier personnel.  

At the time we turned back for Telefomin our original carrier strength had been 

depleted to only 19 owing to desertions and to the necessity of sending out carriers 

with Mr Henderson and the Supreme Court witnesses.  Of these 19, possibly 2 or 

even 3 may have been defined as being fit, the rest were both physically and to even 

a larger degree, mentally played out.  Conditions were the worst that we had 

encountered in the course of the patrol with terrain that beggared description, 

extreme cold, constant dampness and no more than 1 to 2 days free of cloud.    .…  

It is to be hoped that a Kiunga patrol can, in the near future, establish contact with 

these people living in the Mount Blucher area of this sub-district and thereby enable 

us to honestly claim that we no longer have any uncontacted people living east of 

the Strickland River.  If it were at all possible to dedicate the patrol report then this 

one might well be to people such as Champion, Karius, Hides, O’Malley, et al, who 

in a bygone era and without the medical benefits nor the organisation available to 

present day P.O.’s opened up the rest of the Territory of Papua and New Guinea,   

May I on behalf of myself and the patrol express my thanks and appreciation to the 

officers both at Headquarters, Daru and on the outstations, for their co-operation, 

assistance and understanding. 

 

Sgd J. D. Fitzer 

a/Assistant District Officer, Kiunga 
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Pynang Gorge and upper reaches 

of the Pynang River 
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Pnyang River (lower reaches) 
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Carriers back at Kiunga 
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Des 

and I 

meet 

again 

in 

Kiunga 
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Farewell to PNG 

 


