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Extract Patrol Diary - Patrol Report Kiunga 9/62-63 (14/04/63) 
 

Broke camp and returned to Fukutu where gear sorted out and excess dumped, thence on 

through the hamlet of Oktambip and camped in the bush at 6,800 a.s.l., after bridging the 

Kauwol River.  Track time 9 hours 
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Extract Patrol Diary - Patrol Report Kiunga 9/62-63 (15/04/63) 
 

Broke camp and passed through Oyamtobip hamlet, a Bundit group, thence over the 

Kutum River to camp at 4,100 feet.  Track time 51/2 hours 
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Extract Patrol Diary - Patrol Report Kiunga 9/62-63 (16/04/63) 
 

Broke camp and passed through Atambin hamlet, thence over the Alice River and camped 

at 5.900 feet.   En route rendezvoused with Corporal Handari and fresh carriers, ex Mr 

Classen’s group.  All heavy loads passed to new carriers.  Track time 6 hours. 
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Extract Patrol Diary - Patrol Report Kiunga 9/62-63 (17/04/63) 
 

Broke camp and moved to Bultemvip village, a large village of some 30 houses and only one 

day from the westernmost Telefomin patrolled area.  Camped at Bultemvip 5,500 a.s.l. and at 

the foot of the Hindenberg Mountains.  Track time 41/2 hours. 

 



Part 5 – Fukutu Drop Site to Telefomin (14 April to 28 April 1963) 

 

Page 7 of 20 pages 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘The Faiwomin people’ 
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Extract Patrol Diary - Patrol Report Kiunga 9/62-63 (18/04/63) 
 

Moved to Sogolomik where rendezvoused with Mr Classen and the balance of his party.  

Corporal Handari incapacitated with a badly staked foot, Constable Kasari with badly cut foot 

sutured, and patrol of necessity again stood down.  Camped at Sogolomik 4,600 a.s.l.  Track 

time 31/2 hours. 

 

 

 

Dan Classen with Des Fitzer 

Time to dry-out the Boots! 
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Extract Patrol Diary - Patrol Report Kiunga 9/62-63 (19 - 22/04/63) 
 

Spelling carriers and injured personnel at Sogolomik [4 days]. 

 

 

 

Extract Patrol Diary - Patrol Report Kiunga 9/62-63 (23/04/63) 

Departed Sogolomik and camped in bush after passing through hamlet of Bleblil at 7,300 a.s.l.  

Track time 51/2 hours. 
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Extract Patrol Diary - Patrol Report Kiunga 9/62-63 (24/04/63) 

Broke camp and crossed into Territory of New Guinea between Mts Aiyung and Fugilil at 8,400 

a.s.l.  Slept at Atemtabip rest house.  4,200 a..s.l.  Track time 61/2 hours. 

 

The way back 

The way forward 
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Extract Patrol Diary - Patrol Report Kiunga 9/62-63 (25/04/63) 

 

Departed Atemtabip and moved to Tifalmin rest house in one hour.  As for last night, native 

foodstuffs and European vegetables in abundance purchased and issued to all patrol personnel.  

Slept at Tifalmin. 

 

 

Extract Patrol Diary - Patrol Report Kiunga 9/62-63 (26/04/63) 

 

At Tifalmin.  Mission Aviation Fellowship Cessna in with rations ex-Telefomin.  Slept at 

Tifalmin 
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Extract Patrol Diary - Patrol Report Kiunga 9/62-63 (27/04/63) 

 

Departed Tifalmin and moved to Urapmin rest house.  Track time 4 hours. 
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On Patrol 
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Extract Patrol Diary - Patrol Report Kiunga 9/62-63 (28/04/63) 

 

Urapmin to Telefomin Government Station in 5 hours.  Reported to Assistant District Officer, 

Telefomin, tents pitched and patrol stood down to rest. 

 

 

  

 

This concludes Part 5 of John Groenewald’s description 

 of his Star Mountains Patrol. 

 

Some local people 


