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Extract Patrol Diary - Patrol Report Kiunga 9/62-63 (10/03/63) 

 

Mr P.O. Henderson with Mr Surveyor Groenewald and carriers moved off to select drop site.  

Hamlet some six to eight hours walk further on situated on the banks of the Fatik River.  Self 

with N.M.O. and police party remained at camp. 
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Boulder crossing followed by a steep climb 



Part 4 –Bun River to Fukutu Drop Site (10 March to 13 April 1963) 

Page 4 of 40 pages 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Extract Patrol Diary - Patrol Report Kiunga 9/62-63 (11/03/63) 

Broke camp and moved for 3 hours along track left by Mr Henderson’s party and camped in bush. 

 

 One of the locals 
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Groups of local people on this and following pages 
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Extract Patrol Diary - Patrol Report Kiunga 9/62-63 (12/03/63) 

Moved on and rejoined Messrs Henderson and Groenewald with balance of patrol at the village of 

Daijurbit near the Fatik River.  These people have not been contacted by the Dutch before but 

report that the route from here via the Fatik valley again passes through villages in which remain 

ex-Dutch Village Officials. Patrol again blocked so will request advice from Daru.  Should as one 

can only anticipate, we have to abandon this route, the only other alternative lies up the Bun River 

through trackless, uninhabited and inhospitable country.  Slept at Daijurbit 4,500 a.s.l. 
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Extract Patrol Diary - Patrol Report Kiunga 9/62-63 (13 - 14/03/63) 

Work on drop site.  District Officer orders no further movement North West and consequently 

advised of our intention to attempt to force a route along Bun River.  D.O. further orders that Mr 

Henderson, Constable Awoki and Interpreter Onvang are to return to Kiunga for Supreme Court 

sittings. 
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Extract Patrol Diary - Patrol Report Kiunga 9/62-63 (15/03/63) 

Third drop successfully carried out with 100% recovery and conversation held with D.O. Daru.  

Three possible routes [for] Mr Henderson’s return suggested.  One via Telefomin, second via 

the Alice Valley, and the third by moving down our back track to Kungit.  D.O. vetoes 

Telefomin and selects Kungit.  Slept at Daijurbit. 

. 
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Extract Patrol Diary - Patrol Report Kiunga 9/62-63 (16/03/63) 

Fourth drop in and again 100% recovery obtained.  A further conversation with D.O. in which I 

in turn veto the Kungit track.  This track has no local population worthy of mention and no 

food.  It is of equal if not greater length than the route out via the Alice and Arip valleys where 

at least one has a local population and with even normal luck will be able to purchase local 

foods.  D.O. agrees and Mr Henderson, court witnesses and carriers will therefore move to 

Kiunga via the above route. 

. 

 

Our Interpreter 

querying local 

people 

regarding 

possible tracks 

to the ‘Top 

Pocket’ 
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Extract Patrol Diary - Patrol Report Kiunga 9/62-63 (17/03/63) 

 

Reception with Daru Kiunga U/S – no contact established.  Patrol departed for Benkwin over 

previously non-existent track but which locals are now only too happy to show us.  Patrol 

crossed Fatik River and camped in bush at 3,100 a.s.l.  Track time 31/2 hours, going very very 

slow, track exceptionally poor and carriers moving under very heavy loads. 

. 
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Extract Patrol Diary - Patrol Report Kiunga 9/62-63 (18/03/63) 

 

Departed camp site and after crossing the Bun River where, once again, bridging was needed.  

Camped in bush at  4,100 a.s.l.  Track time 5 hours. 

. 

. 
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Gorge 
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Extract Patrol Diary - Patrol Report Kiunga 9/62-63 (19/03/63) 
 

Camp site to camp site, track time 3 hours. Camped at 5,100 a.s.l. 

. 

. 

 

Extract Patrol Diary - Patrol Report Kiunga 9/62-63 (20/03/63) 

 

Departed camp site and arrived at Benkwin hamlet where contact was established with Kiunga 

and D.O.  Slept at Benkwin. 

. 

. 
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Extract Patrol Diary - Patrol Report Kiunga 9/62-63 (21/03/63) 

 

Awaiting cargo, resting carriers at Benkwin.  Last night two more Kativa carriers ran off and 

future Officers would do well to ignore them as a source of carriers.  So far, the Awins and 

Ningiaruma remain staunch. 

 

 

Extract Patrol Diary - Patrol Report Kiunga 9/62-63 (22/03/63) 

 

Patrol departs for Fukutu where Mr Groenewald and self will remain pending another drop and 

Mr Henderson will continue on en-route for Kiunga.  The patrol has only managed to average 

five miles per day to date and this average will fall to an estimated mile a day on the climb up 

the Bun River to the top pocket.  The terrain though so far not particularly high, is rugged and 

hard on both police and carrieers, all of whom are suffering now from sore feet, minor cuts and 

abrasions.  General health and morale remain remarkedly good when one considers the 

conditions and the paucity of  food so far encountered.  Bulk of the patrol camped at 6,000 feet 

on the lower ridges of the bluffs overlooking Fukutu whilst Mr Henderson pushed on to the old 

drop site. 

 

To summarise to date, we have so far contacted the following groups :- 

1. Tauwanams.  These people are situated in the lower Kauwol Valley and the Haro 

Valley and estimates at some 50 persons. 

2. Bundits.  These people live in the upper Kauwol Valley and are estimated at between 

90 and 100 people. 

3. Benkwins.  These are to be found in the middle and lower Kauwol stretching though to 

the Bun with a total estimated population of some100 to 120. 

4. Fatikmin  These people live in the Fatik River Valley of Netherlands N.G. and are 

estimated at some  350 plus. 

 

Of these, the group immediately around our second drop site would number 100 and the patrol 

actually sighted 60 to 70 of them.  Contact had not been initial in all cases as far as the 

Tauwanams as we were forestalled here by an earlier Dutch patrol.  However the Bundit, 

Benkwin and Fatikmin people had not enjoyed a previous visit by Europeans.  Mr C.P.O. 

Classen has been instructed by radio to move up via the Alice, Arip track bringing in 

replacement carriers and police and to rendezvous with myself at Fukutu.  In the interim, the 

patrol will be stood down to enable all to obtain a well-earned rest pending his arrival. 

 

NB: There are no diary entries in the Patrol Report covering period 23 – 24 March 1963. 
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Extract Patrol Diary - Patrol Report Kiunga 9/62-63 (25/03/63) 

 

Two parties despatched to investigate possible passes to the South West and North West of 

Fukutu over Benkwin and Bensted Bluffs respectively. 

 

NB: There are no Patrol diary entries covering the period 26 – 31 March 1963. 
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Pitcher plant 
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Remote campsite 
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Extract Patrol Diary - Patrol Report Kiunga 9/62-63 (1/04/63) 

 

Benkwin Bluff party returned  to camp to report no passes discovered.  Party under Corporal 

Beroro will remain out in its attempt to establish crossing over lower part of Bensted Bluff. 

 

NB: There are no Patrol diary entries covering the period  2 – 7 April 1963. 
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Remote Village 
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Extract Patrol Diary - Patrol Report Kiunga 9/62-63 (8/04/63) 

Air drop in after failures on Friday and Saturday and closure due to weather on Thursday.  

Corporal Beroro returned with his party on the 5th to report having succeeded in crossing 

Bensted Bluff.  Party lost considerable weight, all extremely footsore, two carriers suffering 

from axe and bush knife cuts, one to left foot, the second to the right hand.  The patrol will 

move off tomorrow with the assistance of local Bundit people and in the absence of four more 

Ningirrums who absconded on Saturday night, bringing our total of absconding carriers to 16.  

Our present line strength consists of 19 rather tired men.  Mr Henderson reported on Kiunga on 

Sunday, whilst Mr Classen is still moving to the Upper Alice area.  Mr Classen instructed by 

radio to commence phase 3 of the patrol, namely to investigate possible station and strip sites 

in that area.  Morale has considerably improved with food, blankets and the promise of getting 

underway once more after three weeks of hanging around in indecision. 
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Extract Patrol Diary - Patrol Report Kiunga 9/62-63 (9/04/63) 

 

Departed from Fukutu with four locals assisting as carriers, the remaining 12 who were all too 

eager and anxious yesterday, went home last night.  Camped in bush at 7,000 a.s.l.  Track time 

51/2 hours. 
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 Extract Patrol Diary - Patrol Report Kiunga 9/62-63 (10/04/63) 

 

Move on an upwards towards Beroro Pass and again camped in the bush.  As  the patrol had 

been in low cloud and moss forest all day, efforts to r aise D aru failed but contact established 

by relaying through Kiunga.  D.O worried in relation to carrier reliability and the fact that 

airline pilots are not anxious to drop supplies into the top pocket.  After discussions with him I 

decided to abandon phase 2 of the patrol, that is contact with that group of people living in the 

vicinity of Mt Capella.  D.O. informed that prior to turning back, the patrol will cross Beroro 

Pass in an endeavour to establish, or otherwise the feasibility of our proposed route into these 

people.  Camp broken and moved to new campsite 8,100 a..s.l.  Track time 5 hours 
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Extract Patrol Diary - Patrol Report Kiunga 9/62-63 (11/04/63) 
 

All efforts to contact Daru or Kiunga futile.  Camp broken and Patrol crossed beroro Pass 

at 9,200 a.s.l. and again camped in bush on the banks of the Krom River at 8,700 a.s.l.  

Track time 51/2 hours.  Carriers exhausted suffering from cold and height. 
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Up and Up 

Rough going 
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Tired out 

The ‘Turn Around’ point 
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Extract Patrol Diary - Patrol Report Kiunga 9/62-63 (12/04/63) 
 

With light party and Mr Surveyor Groenewald, moved up Krom river and along a small 

tributary to its headwaters, thence West along the base of Ross Bluff to the watershed.  

Obtained view through glasses of a lake to our South West and westwards to the edge of 

what we took to be the Eastern ridge of the Bun River.  No altimeters were carried but as 

we have climbed steadily all day and are now camped about 3 hours from the rest of our 

party and 2 hours back from the watershed, we estimate our height at between 9,000and 

9,500 a.s.l.  Track time 71/2 hours. 

 

 

 

Moss Forest (1 & 2) 
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Extract Patrol Diary - Patrol Report Kiunga 9/62-63 (13/04/63) 

 

Returned to camp where I decided that the physical and mental condition of the patrol carriers 

made it extremely unwise, if not foolhardy, for our party to proceed any further westwards.  At 

6:30 this morning, the temperature was 42 o F.  Accordingly, camp was broken and the patrol 

moved back over Beroro Pass en route for the Alice valley. 

 

To summarise:- 
 

1. There is no population in the North west corner of Papua and the land is incapable of 

supporting any form of such. 
 

2. The nearest population lies some five air miles from last night’s camp and will probably 

be 8 to 10 miles by foot taking some 8 to 10 days and well into the Sepik District. 
 

3. With the colder weather approaching and the fact that from last night’s camp, one 

would spend at least 3 to 4 days at heights above 9,000 feet prior to reaching the Bun 

[River headwaters] our party is not equipped to meet [such] climatic exigencies.  The 

total time involved in reaching these people and returning to our present camp site 

would be about 3 to 4 weeks.  I do not feel that my patrol personnel in general and in 

particular, the carriers, would survive this period of time. 
 

4. Should, at a later date it be deemed necessary that another patrol follows this route, 

careful planning and proper equipping will be essential particularly if lowland carriers 

are used which course of action I do not recommend should we wish to avoid carrier 

fatalities. 
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Bensted Bluff 

from  

the 

Moss Forest 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Main Range 

From 

The 

Moss Forest 

 

 

This concludes Part 4 of John Groenewald’s description 

 of his Star Mountains Patrol. 

 


