JOHN GROENEWALD’S DIARY

Part 3 — West New Guinea Border to the Bun River

14 February to 9 March 1963
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Part 3 — West New Guinea Border to the Bun River (14 February - 9 March)
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THUI}E%Y 14
] A/Z\W/ &%WW 3/4/([0

VA&M/WW@M( aouw‘/{ /L‘?Z/NVM
% Aﬂ%af M?ﬂ/ﬁﬂa AT Ol
wa' WW Lf/ M%W

f'_ w\,aﬁmwﬁ%w ﬂf(,w/éq,,,c 7/

Y W%W %M—p@m.
Mmmzzywi% 476Wxﬁé/m °f
- wz"“ .”Zzt"z:v

Extract Patrol Diary - Patrol Report Kiunga 9/62-63 (14/02/63)

Departed camp site and arrived at hamlet of Kugo. This hamlet is reported to have been visited
by one Dutch patrol which is said to have followed our proposed route to visit the Taub Valley
people. We are now some one to two miles inside N.N.G. This group consists of some 40 to
50 people and though contacted, remained shy and extremely primitive. Trach time 5 hours.
Slept at Kugo 2500 a.s.l. Surveyor takes third astrofix.
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Getting directions

Rough country
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Part 3 — West New Guinea Border to the Bun River (14 February - 9 March)

FEBRUARY, 1963
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Extract Patrol Diary - Patrol Report Kiunga 9/62-63 (15/02/63)

Departed Kugo and again camped in the bush. Position passed to Daru. Think it is the first
time that we have managed to raise either Daru or Kiunga since leaving the top of the
Ningirrum. | am at a loss to understand why this should be so, as [the] A510 would seem to
be functioning perfectly. Track time 4 hours. Camped at 3,000 a.s.l.
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Extract Patrol Diary - Patrol Report Kiunga 9/62-63 (16/02/63)

Departed camp-site and reached hamlet of Gwirok, again to receive reports of an earlier visit by
the Dutch people - again reported to be a route to the Taub Valley. Contact again established with
Daru and our position passed. Track time 3%/, hours. Slept at Gwirok, 2,300 a.s.l.
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Nice Village

FEBRUARY, 1963

e SUNDAY 17
SEXAGESIMA 48-317

Extract Patrol Diary - Patrol Report Kiunga 9/62-63 (17/02/63)
Day spent at Gwirok obtaining new guides and resting carriers. Small quantity of maniok
purchased and given to carriers.
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FEBRUARY, 1963

MONDAY 18
49-316
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Extract Patrol Diary - Patrol Report Kiunga 9/62-63 (18/02/63)

Departed Gwirok and thence on to the hamlet of Tauwannam in the lower Taub Valley. We are now
back in Papua and in the lower foothills of the Stars. From discussion with local people, we find that
the Taub is, in point of fact, known as the Kauwol and that they have never heard of the Taub. Our
subsequent patrol map will carry this name but to avoid confusion at the present st age, it is deemed
wiser to continue using the name Taub in conversation with Daru and/or Kiunga. Track time 5 %2
hours. Camped at Tauwannam, 3,400a.s.1.
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Extract Patrol Diary - Patrol Report Kiunga 9/62-63 (19/02/63)

After further discussions with the local people which elicited the fact that the Dutch patrol turned back
from this hamlet, departed for Kolom hamlet. This, though an offshoot of the main Tauwannam hamlet,
is extremely small and will consist of no more than 15 to 20 people. It is situated on the banks of the
Harom River at 4,000 a.s.l. Track time 4 hours — slept at Kolom.
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Main Range from South
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Extract Patrol Diary - Patrol Report Kiunga 9/62-63 (20/02/63)

Departed Kolom and moved to Sugulomeng hamlet, the centre of a group known as Bumdis. This
group, the largest in the area to be contacted so far, would consist of some 100 to 150 people and led by
one Tinoiem who proved most friendly, co-operative and helpful. Meagre quantities of taro, tapioca and
native cabbage have been forthcoming at each hamlet but we have arrived at wrong time of the year and
have missed the taro harvest season. Food, or rather local food remains a problem. Track time 3 hours.

FEBRUARY, 1963  °

THURSDAY 21
52-313

Extract Patrol Diary - Patrol Report Kiunga 9/62-63 (21/02/63)

Departed Sugulomeng and after crossing the Kauwol River, camped at an old garden site
of Fukutu. Will take drop here as food supplies are now all but exhausted. Track time 2
hours. Slept at Fukutu 5,500 a.s.l. Surveyor takes fourth astrofix.

Extract Patrol Diary - Patrol Report Kiunga 9/62-63 (22/02/63 — 27/02/1963)
Drop site cleared and awaiting drop at Fukutu
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Des Fitzer, Ross Henderson, John Groenewald
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Extract Patrol Diary - Patrol Report Kiunga 9/62-63 (28/02/63)
First drop received. 100% recovery with the exception of one rice bag which, after catching on the
Cessna strut-step, fell loose miles away on the other side of the Kauwol Valley

Airdrop

MARCH, 1963 |
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Extract Patrol Diary - Patrol Report Kiunga 9/62-63 (1/03/63)

Second drop in, again one bag partially lost upon bursting against a dead tree to the left of the drop
area. However, all meat and 90% of the rice was recovered, so the drop could be deemed 100%
successful. Earth tremor of strength 3 and 20 seconds duration noted at 1435 hours accompanied by
numerous minor rock falls and landslides. Bagging drop cargo and preparing carrier loads. Slept at
Fukutu.
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Extract Patrol Diary - Patrol Report Kiunga 9/62-63 (2/03/63)
Departed Fukutu in pouring rain along face of towering bluffs and after a most unpleasant day’s

walking through moss forest shrouded in cloud, arrived at Benkwun hamlet. This hamlet reported as
the centre of the Benkwun people who we estimate at some 100 souls. Track time 6 hours. Slept at
Benkwun, 5,100 a.s.l. Surveyor takes fifth astrofix.
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Extract Patrol Diary - Patrol Report Kiunga 9/62-63 (3/03/63)

No co-operation at all from these people who deny vehemently that there are any tracks apart from
the one that we have just walked over. Immediately behind the hamlet the same bluffs under which
we walked yesterday, tower away into cloud. All efforts to obtain a guide or information on any
possible routes towards the people in Al proving futile. It was decided to return to Tauwannam in an
effort to locate routes from there. The faint track running off in the direction of the Kauwol River
was followed for 3 hours where the patrol camped at 2,300 a..s.I. En route we passed through an old
garden site and in a small cave noted a hand painting of fish-like design after the manner of the
Australian Aborigine. Having no locals with us, we were unable to obtain any information on same.
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Extract Patrol Diary - Patrol Report Kiunga 9/62-63 (4/03/63)
Six Kativa carriers left last night and their loss is going to be felt as the locals are far too primitive to

recruit as carriers. These people are from the same group that Kent had so much trouble with when he
and Jacobs tried to reach the Stars in 1954, losing all but 3 of some 70 Kativa carriers used during the
course of that patrol. Moved to Tauwannam where people deny any knowledge of routes or tracks of
any sort in the direction in which we wish to proceed. This despite the fact hat when we first arrived,
they told us of a route running west into N.N.G. and thence North North East to the people in Al. No
amount of discussion or persuasion, bribes or even polite threats proved of any avail. The patrol will
therefore reassess the Kauwol in the direction of Benkwin and search as | feel quite certain that such

a track or tracks do exist. Slept at Tauwannam.
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Extract Patrol Diary - Patrol Report Kiunga 9/62-63 (5/03/63)

Departed to search for tracks and en-route ran head on into our missing Kativa carriers with a group
of Benkwins, all happily on the way home. Carriers returned to line and after much talk, two young
Benkwins suddenly remembered a track and agreed to guide us to a group of people living some two
days walk away in the valley of one of the Kauwol Taub tributaries. Track time 4%/, hours. Camped
in bush 3,500 a.s.l.
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Extract Patrol Diary - Patrol Report Kiunga 9/62-63 (6/03/63)

Departed camp site and moved down to the Bun River where we located a Benkwin garden
and camped. Group of locals both Benkwin and from N.N.G. arrived late in the afternoon.
There is a cane suspension bridge some half to three quarters of a mile below our camp and
from there a road runs to a group of villages previously contacted by the Dutch and still with
Dutch Native Officials present. Obviously, it is no longer feasible for us to follow this
route so the patrol will now move north along the Bun River in an effort to find a route to
Al. Once again, all questions resulted in vehement denials of the existence of any roads,
tracks or paths. | am at a complete loss to understand why these people are proving so
uncooperative. Even when one finds a track and walks over it, they are still prepared to
deny its existence.
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Ladder

Spotted Cus Cus

Bun River

Extract Patrol Diary - Patrol Report Kiunga
9/62-63 (7/03/63)

Departed camp and moved back over our
previous paths to find a faint track running off to
the West; followed this past an old garden site
and thence on to a small hamlet Kulkulmot on the
banks of the Bun river. Once we had found this
small track past the gardens, our guides suffered
another return of memory and were quite
prepared to tell us about the hamlet. Track time
2%/, hours. Slept at Kulkulmot 2,800 a.s.l.

Extract Patrol Diary - Patrol Report Kiunga
9/62-63 (8/03/63)

Moved up the Bun River and commenced
bridging, in the course of which, N.M.O. Paro
was struck by a falling tree and suffered extensive
bruising to the left shoulder. No obvious broken
Bunes or internal injuries. Paro treated as best as
possible and carried to camp. Party slept on the
banks of the Bun.
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Extract Patrol Diary - Patrol Report Kiunga 9/62-63 (9/03/63)
Bun bridged by 1530 hours and patrol crossed to the right bank
and camped some 400 yards above bridge site. N.M.O. Paro in
considerable pain and unable to walk, terrain such that carrying
virtually impossible. Party again slept by the Bun.

Bun "River Bridge (or part of)
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Bun River Bridge 3
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Boulder Crossing 1
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This concludes Part 3 of John Groenewald’s description of his Star Mountains
Patrol.
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