JOHN GROENEWALD’S DIARY

Part 2: Kiunga to West New Guinea Border
28 January — 13 February 1963
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Extract Patrol Diary - Patrol Report Kiunga 9/62-63 (28/01/63)

After considerable trouble, engine running smoothly only to find water cooling system
U/S. 1100 hours when self, Surveyor and Sergeant Keme departed on foot for Siuknai
village. Mr Henderson to follow with carriers and balance of patrol stores and

equipment. Party slept at Siuknai.
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Part 2 — Kiunga to West New Guinea border — (28 January - 13 February)

Carriers arriving
and starting off.

The Carrier Line
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(Continued from Tuesday, 29
January)
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Extract Patrol Diary - Patrol Report Kiunga 9/62-63 (29/01/63)
Moved to Semnare where Miwa arrived at 1515 hrs with balance of supplies which Mr
Henderson was unable to move. En route had lost rudder. Party slept at Semnare.
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The ‘Mewa’ arriving at Semnaria

Women and children of Semnaria Village
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Part 2 — Kiunga to West New Guinea border — (28 January - 13 February)

Extract Patrol Diary - Patrol Report Kiunga 9/62-63 (30-31/01/63)

Seventeen carriers departed for Garan — balance of party awaiting arrival of further
carriers to uplift supplies and stores. So far Awins have proved slow to respond but
reports indicate that thirty men should arrive this afternoon or in the morning.

A family group (Semnaria Village)
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Crossing the Alice River
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Extract Patrol Diary - Patrol Report Kiunga 9/62-63 (1/02/65)

Carriers arrived late yesterday afternoon. Departed Semnare passing through Dande and
Ipoknai to Matkomre village. Track time 4 hours. Slept at Matkomre.
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Extract Patrol Diary - Patrol Report Kiunga 9/62-63 (2/02/63)

Departed for Birim Kamba passing through Mimingiri, Tekenai, and Mendna, thence
across the Alice at the Birim Junction to Birim Kamba. Track time 5 hours — slept at
Birim Kamba - 560 feet a.s.l.
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Extract Patrol Diary - Patrol Report Kiunga 9/62-63 (3/02/63)

Dearted for Garan Dimok arriving only to find that Constables Kere and Karara had
left for Kunga — runners sent to recall them and also runners sent to Police waiting in
the Ningirrum to bring all carriers to Garan Dimok. Track time 1 % hrs —slept at

Garan/Dimok, 440 feet a.s.l.
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Extract Patrol Diary - Patrol Report Kiunga 9/62-63 (4/02/63)

Carriers arrived. Self with 40 carriers departed across Birrim for Tengkim, passing
through Digam and Wambon en-route. Mp P.O. Henderson with 70 carriers and balance of
stores arriving at 1600. Track time 4 hours. Slept at Tengkim 660 a.s.I. Surveyor takes
first astrofix.
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Part of the ‘Judgement’ — a medium size pig
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Extract Patrol Diary - Patrol Report Kiunga 9/62-63 (5/02/63)
Departed for Bwakim passing through Bikim Minipon and Hukim. Track time 2
hours. Slept at Bwakim 940 a.s.l.
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e

Our destination, the Star Mountains

T

g ¥ g I,

Our destination looking NW to West New Guinea
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Extract Patrol Diary - Patrol Report Kiunga 9/62-63 (6/02/63)
Departed for Bankim passing through Butipkawok. Track time 3 hours. Slept at Bankim
1200 a.s.l.
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The Carrier Line arriving at Kumgit
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Extract Patrol Diary - Patrol Report Kiunga 9/62-63 (7/02/63)
Departed for Kumgit passing through Dorongo (1600 a.s.l.). Track time4 %2 hours. Slept at
Kumgit. Surveyor takes astrofix.
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At Kumgit — a refreshing swim

Page 22 of 32 pages



Part 2 — Kiunga to West New Guinea border — (28 January - 13 February)

FEBRUARY, 1963
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Extract Patrol Diary - Patrol Report Kiunga 9/62-63 (8-10/02/63)

Remained at Kumgit drying out rice and other supplies soaked in yesterday’s driving
rain. Three carrier loads lost crossing river to Kumgit but party intact and well.
Selected 43 carriers and paid off balance of line. Load sorted for move into the Taub
Valley area. Routes from here will be via Netherlands New Guinea. The track leads
East into the Arip and Alice Valleys but as wee know of no route from there to the
Taub, the patrol will swing West along reported trade tracks moving through the grid
numeral squares.
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Extract Patrol Diary - Patrol Report Kiunga 9/62-63 (11/02/63)

Departed from Kumgit and moved to Kaiumgin whence our route is
reported North-Wes in the general direction of the Stars. Track time 2
hours, slept at Kaiumgin 2250 a.s.l.
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Pwata, the
Cook-boy

A jungle track
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or following the course of a river
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Extract Patrol Diary - Patrol Report Kiunga 9/62-63 (12/02/63)
Departed from Kaiumgin and camped in bush after crossing numerous small creeks and
bridging the Tarim River. Track time 5 hours. Camped at 2100 a.s.I.
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The Police ‘wading’
across the Ok-
Tarim river at times
chest deep
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Extract Patrol Diary - Patrol Report Kiunga 9/62-63 (13/02/63)

Departed campsite and again camped in bush after passing through the hamlet of
Tundenghaitkwi. One rough bush shelter with an estimated 20 people. Track time 3 %2
hours. Camped at 2200 a.s.l.
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This concludes Part 2 of John Groenewald’s description of his Star Mountains
Patrol.
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