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HULLO THERE ! FIRSTLY A REMINDER - DON'T FORGET

The Retired Officers' Association of P.N.G. Annual Dinner

To be held on Friday 4th May, 1979 at the Ex-P.0O.W.Association Rooms

101 - 105 Clarence Street, Sydney at 6.30p.m. - $§9 per head.
Please send Chegques to Miss Joyce Oldroyd-Harris 2/18 Whitton Road, CHATSWOOD 2067.
or phone her on 419 2426. TO ENSURE THAT ACCURATE CATERING ARRANGEMENTS CAN BE MADE
IT IS MOST IMPORTANT THAT MEMBERS NOTIFY MIS5S OLDROYD-HARRIS OR PRESIDENT BILL SEALE
68 Phoenix Street, LANE COVE 2066, phone 428 3357, A5 SOON AS POSSIBLE.

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Held at the Air Force Association Rooms, Clarence St, Sydney on Friday 9th Feb. 1979

The Meeting was opened by the President, Mr.H.P.Seale at 8 p.m., with the following
present, Vice President: D.Clifton-Bassett; Treasurer: Miss Oldroyd-Harris; Secretary:
Mr.F.P.Kaad, Minute Secretary: Mrs.P.Folevy; Committee Members: L.Clout, G.Keleny,

Sir H.Niall, D.Parish, J.Judge and 28 Members. Apologies from Miss V.Bignold, Messrs
Moncur, Williams, Jackman, Lawrie & Bosgard.

The Minutes of the 1978 Annual General Meeting were read. Tt was moved by Mr.Clout,
seconded by Mr.Normoyle that they be accepted and confirmed.

The Secretary apologised that the detailed financial statement had not been included
in those minutes although it had been tabled at the Meeting.

Business arising from the Minutes:

Triennial Review : The Secretary said that the question of just how much remained
in the various funds at the time of the Commonwealth take-over in 1976 and the Tri-
ennial Review due in 1973 were separate matters but linked by changes in legislation
which served to further confuse the issues. He had discussed the need for clarific-
ation with the Commissioner for Superannuation while he was in Canberra. The Comm-
issioner had been sympathetic and said that he hoped the 1976 Annual Report now being
prepared would clear the matter. This should go to the Minister in May and be tab-
led in Parliament in June/July and copies would then be sent to the Association.
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There ensued some diocusaedion in which lir. Rudge said that many of the
doans made by the old “ocid were on dong term and Af sold belfore matur-
ity would le sodd at a loss. Some loans did noi mature until 20017,
iire CAALLEOR=Bassett osaid that the P.N.G. Pulbdic Sewvice as a whole had
no part 4in what had happened and he [elt the Government had a morod ol-
digation to cover any doases. However, he was prepored Lo drop the .
matter 4ii others would do so, but he warned thct if, as an Association,
we. did nothing about this matter he hoped ithere would be no one io com-
pdain if 4in July there is an attempt io dinterfere with dndexatdion zdighis.

The Secretary said that there was no doubt that Zhe Joard did not have

the Licuid resenves to meet its comr-itmenits dn ihe self-government -
independence period, but even il it had sufficient for those paymenis
there wouldd noi hove lbeen enough to also meet the higher payments aris- ~—
ing from indexation. The Presdident concluded the discusedon by sayping
thai he fedt that the 1976 Annual Repoat would resodve the matter.

Benefits

The Secretary reported that changeo to our conditdons as set out 4in the
June Newsletter had been sought from the (lindeter for Finance. These
would bring we 4in to Line with the benefits applying to Comnonwealth
Superannuants, which we are noit presently receiving. Boith written and
tedephone comrunication with the llinieter and/or his officers had con=-
tinued., He had received the impression thai owr submisseions were U
trected sympathetically, However, becauwse of tie extensive statistical
and actuarial work involved, it would possdildy be iay befor e firm advice
coudd be expected. The changes would require Calbinei approval and
possdbdy degiosdative changes, which would take further time.

Jndexation of Superannuation

The Secretary said that the present position was satisfactory bui there
was no cuaraniee that there woudd not Le an atiempi to reduce the level
of dndexation if noi cut it out completedy. The latter was {

but we muot be prepared, and if necessary ostart another Leat«fu—»ta-y.au.f:.
Hember compaign.

Co=operation uiith Commonwealith Superannucied Ufficers' Association

The Secretary reported thai the informal co-operation with this Associ-
ation continued., Jits Presddent, lbin. N, Curd, has been moost hedpful with
Andloxmaidon and advice, and s}i"embexw wele umg.ed to continue their associ-
ate membership wi'h this bLody. A member of our Comniitee attended their
neetings bui ordinony lembers would also be nost welcome. "lUnited we
sdand, and divided we g‘la-u." remoins as trwwe dn 1979 ao Al ever was. IL
there was any sugzesidon of changes to prescnt indexatiion of superannua-
tion it would moot Likely e cz,a,u'.ud 1o adl superannuation paid by the
comronwecdth and your Association as well avare of the need io work
tooether wiih adimilar /issoclaiions in such an event.
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FPheoident's repoai

The President commenced w' ith a itribute to the work being done by Fzeddie
Kaad as Secretary, whom he considered to le the right person for the jol.
Thank were also due 2o Les Clout and his wife for thedlr assistance with
the tewsdetter, and to Pam Foley 4n her diflficult itask of traonsldating
the Secretary's writing and then typing it, and to Joyce Oldroyd-Harris
for her work as Trecsurer. There was no doulit the new fowmat llewsdeirtenr
had regeneanted dinteresi among members, nevertheless there were over 700
superannuwants eligilide for nenbership who were not membero of the Hasoci-
ation cnd the President appealed to all to "recudit” any eligilble menbers
or asadcdate remliers, as our sirengith lay An uniting ond in nunbers. In
this regard he proposed that flr. G. Xeleny be appodinted Honoiary rResearch
Cilicer {for the Hssociation, and his first tosk would be to Aincrease ocur
nuunliess .

fo a resudt of his visit to FPerth, the President felt there was some
worth dn the ddea ai crenting "cells" dn varzious centres and he would
comrend this idea to the dincoming Comnditiee. I accepiled, further de-
toils would appear in the next flewsletter,

The Presdident also outlined the acheme oniginally suggested b:r:. lileg o Parrdiosh
and oupported by your Comnitiee. He felt the concept of the "Caring Com-
mittee" had great potential and would vigowrowsdy s:pport it, Jt was noit
a welfare comniitee dn the aold sense, but a caring group which would ex=
press 4its concean for other menlbers by such things as perhaps goding shop-
ping for cnyone unable 4o do s0, o1 viediting flembers who were Lonely. e
tend it think thai this 4o already leing done but experience ohows that
thio 4s not alwoys the case.

The Presdident went on to say that there had been talk of a change of venue
and/or itime for lLoth the Annual General lleeting and the rdnnual Dinner, and
proposed those for discussdion dater in the leeting. He concluded Ly
thanking the Commiiiee and other officcro for thedr help and osuggeosied
that the honorarium paid o the Secreiary and o lrs. Foley le increased.
The Secretary oaid he did not want to recedive any honoadidium.

Jt wae moved by fr. Clifton-Bassett, seconded by Sir Horace Niall, that
a vote of thanks be zecorded for the work done by liv., Xaad, fr. and fins.
Clout and llne. Foley, that fr. Nedeny le appointed Honorary Research
OLficer, and that the matier of an honorxarium Ue lefit o the Comnitice.
Cavidied uncnimowsdiy.

Treasurer's Report

The Financiel Statement to ihe 37st Decemler 1978 was nead by the Jreas=
wrel,
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Financial Sitatement

Recedpts Expenditure
Balance brought forward Catering, Socicd Evening § 575
trom 1977 83447 o o -
%mﬁaﬁfﬁﬁu 34 Honorarium 100
lenbers subscrpghgons 2063 Printing 400
e . Stationery 28
Sﬁ:n.{n.gwwjmd sociod 5 Pty Cadh £0
Interest on investments 267 Typing and copying 57
Bank Intercst 17 Stampo 283
‘ Cash 4n hand 165
6300 Savdinge Sank balance 300
Current sank Balance 218
Invesitmenita 3965
Shoat rall 137
~6300

Checked and is a tiue ostatement lased on docunents examined
and information provided.

(Sgd) T.G. Aitchison.

The President drew attention 4o a shortfall in *he accounts of $137, and
the lecretawy nead the [following letter from the Honorary Huditor, [ir.
T. Ritchison:

e HoP.Seale,

Preqsdidend,

Retired Ufficerns' Association PNG
68 Phoenix S,

Lane Cove 13U

Dear BALL,

Erclosed 4s Siatement of -recedipts & Expenditures for the year
1978. Jt has been compiled from an examinaiion of the documents re-
dating and {rom information from your Secretary and Treasirer,

J& appears there 4s a ohortfidl o) some 3137 which 7 expect
Ao on ardthmetic error somewhere along the line, bui which has evaded
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me. despdte the iime openi on ithe exercise.

Jt 40 quite Amposodlde 4o pinpodint some errors 4in '‘he present
oypotem of bookkeeping and I recormend that the savings account le
closed imnediately and all transactions Ve channeled through the
currend account with dnvestments leding made s fundes accumulate.

9 further recommend that all payments (excepting petiy cash
transactions) be made by the Treasurer by cheque.

Best regardas,
Tom Hitchison.

Jt was moved Ly ilr. Donaldson and seconded by lir. Audge that the Jreas-
urer’'s Keport le adopted, that the changes suggested by the Hon Avditor
e introduced.

The Secretary sa’d that much of whoet he wished +to say had lbeen included
4in Business Ardsdng from the fidnutes of dast year's #H.C.ll. In ]

he 'ad visdted the Austrodian Goveanment retirement Benelits Uffice 4An
Canlberra and discisased some outstanding matters with the Commdiosdioner
Lor Superannuation and anoither senior ollicer. The talks had lLeen wide-
ranging, and apart from the subgjects already covered, they had dincluded
having superannuaition cheques sent din the osame way as Social Servdice
cheques during mail odrikeos and the poosibility of ex-grotia payments o
the few remadining widows of pre war Papuan officers whose husbands hed
elected not to pay for opouses supercn uaiion. The queostion of ithe Aoo-
ociation leing dinformed of the deaths and/ox changed of address of super—
annuwants had been raised but because of recent aulings on privacy and
confidentiality osuch information could noi lbe officially given out.

The Secretcony went on 1o say that this highlighted the need for llemlers
i0 notify the Association of deathes and/or changes of address. About 20
December Newsletiers had been returned because he had not zeceived any
notice of such changes. This represented a doulbde Loss Lo the Associa-
tlon, fireddy on dinitial postage and then on osurcharge for returning
detters

The Secretary concluded by oupporting the President's remarks aliout the
help given by fr. and llrs. Clout, flirs. Foley and the Comnittee, aond par-
tiadarly mentioned llembers out of Sydney osuch as Mr. .5. Crken.

Correspondence

The Secretary tabled several files of correspondence. ite podnted out
that the bulk of the letters were routine and thai anything dimportont
was discussed with the Committee and/or the President, depending upon its
urgency. He then osuggested that although all correspondence should be
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tabled at the H.5. 0. for dnspection by ienbers Lf s0 desired, only Aimpor-
tant coarespondence adnce the {coat Commitiee meetinc or correspondence
arisding from thot meeting should e actually read. HE present tiere was
only one ouwtstanding letter 4n ithe latier categories as the Committee had
ondy recently met. This wae fron a widow who motiied afier her spouwse
had retired, and sought the #ssociation's help., The natier was included
in the lag of claims sent Lo the [linister dasid iear and the widow had lreen
durised to write through hern local Federal liember of Parliament asking
thet an ectly deciadion le made. The Secretary also wished to place on
record his reqret thod although urgent or dmpoatant letters hed leen
answerned, many letters of a more social or routine nature had not leen
replied to becawse of iime demands, Howevenr he hoped to zecauwit anoihexn
ember 4o asaist him with such corirespondence, —

Finadly *he Secretany poid trnilbute to the lenoel aduvice given him on le-
half of viembens by ln. J. Lemaize, [n. 7. Lunch and fa. 7. flattes,

Jt ~as moved by fin, Parrish and seconded by i, Fegrsall that suggestions
and aciione itoken by the Secretary regarding correspondence be approved
and continued.

Election of Officers

The President relincuished the chacinr, and indicated that he was available
for re-nomdnation.

The Secretcay cadled for noninations for the position of FPresident.

‘4. Secde was nominated by ir. Chanpdon, seconded 54z Horance ldiall.
There bedng no further nominations, the Secietary declared flr., Seale
elected and he resumed the Cha.ixr.

M. CliltonmBassett was elected unopposed Zo the position of Udice-
President,

dive Kaad wao elected unopposed to the position of Secreiciny.
Niss Oldroyd-Harrnis was elected unopposed to ihe position of Trewsurer.
fin. Hitchison was elected unopposed to the position of Auditor.

Jt was proposed by in. Clifton-Basceit, seconded by frn. Parrish that
a position of Assdiostant Secretary le created, and lirs. Fodey was
elected unopposed to this posiidion.

Nondnations {for Comnitiee llembeis were calded for. lir, Champion moved,
seconded by iin. Aitchdieon, that the present Comnittee e re-elecited.
There were no further nominations, and the following iemiiers were dudy
re-edected :

lidos U. Bignodd Sdir Horace NMdall

ite Lo Clo la De Parrish

dine Ge Redeny e Jo Rudge
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Jt was proposed by (e, Clifton-Eassett and seconded by hir. Parrish that
in. Kederu's position as Research Officer male him ex olficio a memnlber
of the Commiitee, This would create a vacant position on the Coinditiee,
The motion was carried without distent and the Fresident suggested that
the. appodintment of a new merlrer le left to the incoming Committec.,

Cenerad Busineso

A general discussion on the Lime and place of the next Annual Jeneral
lleeting took place, the Secretary quoiing from several letters recedved
favouring a daytime meetding. e, Smith suggested that it should e
held at 11 a.m. with light refreshments to follow; another surgeoiion,
which did noi receive much support, was Saturday alternoon; another
lNenber said that Lf a dogtime lieeting was held then it should e laten
in the year in the cooler weather. Some suggestions were also made
aliout venue and finalldy on the proposad of ia. Normoyle At was decided
that the matter le left to the Comnitiee, learing 4n mind the prefer-
ences expressed for a daytime ileetdng.,

idows of rapuan Cflicers

The Secretary said that the Fapuan C/fiicers as a whole had opted not o
pay. extra {for widows' penesdionos. Jhilet there may have lbeen good zeason
for thot decisdion An those days he feli that the rossociation showld sce
what couldd be done for these ladies once our present claims had leen
sedtled, rny benefits woudd have to lbe ex gacitia, lut bLecauce of the
omadd number involved he thought that favouraide considenaiion fu.g,"pt e
given. Thete woo general cgreemenit with this propoasal.

Payment of Feeas

The Treaswrer reported that although there had lLeen an increase 4in mem=
bers paying Life !'embership and 4in new iemlers, many iembers were two
years or more overdue, despite cnnual noiices. There fodlowed a general
discusadion on fees during which it was osuggested that
- a dist of those more than 12 months overdue be pulblished in the
Newaslettern;
- that zrendinders to pay le puldished in the lNewsdetter;
- that Life Membership fees be 10 times the a nual subscription,
iee. 340,00
-~ that the position of widows in regard to paiment of fees shoudd
be nade clear. lkr. Champion, a {forner Secreiairy, oaid thot he
believed that widows did noi hove to pay fees, The present
Secretary said that he agreed with this podicy for Fapuan widows
and others on dow dincomes bui he felt ithe others coudd afford to
pay. Although we were reasonaldy {financial, with ocver 74,000 in
credit, moet of this was from Life liembership fees and owr costs
were dincreasding. However this was a natler of checking the Con-
stitution in the [irat place.
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ilmendmnenit {0 the Conastilution

fr. Adtchison said that several matiers which had been mentioned during
the lieeting were of a conoiiiutionad nature., 7urther, there had leen
na changes 4n the Constitution for at dleast 15 ypears. (e therelore
moved that the incoming Comnditiee should undertake ouch a review, 40
that any cmendnents, ij recuired, could be made in the proper mannex,
and wdth due notice to i‘enbere., Seconded by inr. Pariiosh and carried
wdthout dissent.

flenue of the Annucd Dinner

the Pr sdidenit said he had lLeen asked to rcise the possdbility of holding
the tniuad ‘dnner 4in another place. Thekte was a good dead of discussdion
durinz which the aood work of the £x=p.0.4. Association 'as cormnended,
whilst othera felt that for verious reasons we should iy for anciher
place. lemiers were rendinded that many were noil wedl of!l financially
and it ras Amportani io keep coots down. [z, Lonaldaon said the mosit
dnportant thding wae that wembero cone together sociadliy. Finally 4ii

was noved by Sir Horace Miall and seconded by I'a. Donaldson that the
Dinner ohould be held at the wsual plice, This was agreed to but the
Comniitee was ao'ed o lLear in mind the possilbility of a new venue.

Tax Concession

e tleehan asaid that becanse we hod worked and contriluted to our super-
annuation we were now beiny penalised. Other men who had mcde no pro-
visdion for their reiirement received the oldd age pensdion once they welre
65. ‘e did not ask for the pension but feli that we had a good argument
for szeking o tax deduction after 65 of 52000 or the equivalent of the
pension, Orherns supported this nove and the Preasident said he would
exploze the possdbilities 0o such a deduction with other Hosociations.

Caring Socdeii.
Further details of the Cening Society idec were given by [ia. Parrish.
There was a general ciplress’on tiat lhe Associction showld pursue this
m.c‘-ttua
There leing no {further business the l[leeting was closed by the
FPreadident at 9-55 PeMs

Felu Faad
flon .ecretary.,
* ® » » L » #*

Ji .La regretied thaol those of you 4intending to corne {0 the Annual Dinner
widl receive andi 10 doys notice, but prr'rlems cauwded by the pootod sirike
have made this Anevitalde.
- L] ] L ] - & L
The nexi flewodeiien, due mid-June, widl continue our noimal coverage of
both issociaion and ‘enlbers' allaire. Hopelully it will have cood newas
in record to ovr clods for dmproved lbenefitas. Sin Ly, Fred Faad.



