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This book is a collection of personal stories, 
memories and reflections that enhance the 

history of civilians and soldiers living in Rabaul, 
Kavieng and the New Guinea islands at the 
outbreak of World War II, who suffered a fate 
that is seldom acknowledged—
when the Japanese bombed, and subsequently 
invaded Rabaul, the capital of New Guinea, 
in January 1942. 

The stories also cover the largest maritime 
disaster in Australia’s history, where 1,053 
prisoners of war and residents were loaded onto 
a Japanese merchant vessel, Montevideo Maru. 
All perished at sea when the unmarked boat was 
sunk by a US submarine on 1 July 1942 off the 
coast of the Philippines.

When the War Came, published to 
commemorate the 75th anniversary of this 
period in the New Guinea Islands, validates and 
brings into focus the actions and characters of 
young men, who left home to willingly serve 
their country, and then literally vanished off 
the face of the earth; of nurses and missionaries 
who volunteered to stay to help both the war 
effort and the local people; and of civilians—
both men and women—caught at home 
on WWII’s Pacific front line. Alongside are 
incredulous stories of escape and survival in an 
environment that threw every obstacle in their 
path. Their journeys deserve to be heard, too.

As I gathered more material, anger bubbled just below the surface, not just because of official silences and 
bungling or the terrible waste of life, but because so few knew about the tragedy of Montevideo Maru, even today. 

How, when more Australian men died on Montevideo Maru than Australia lost during the Vietnam War,
was it not a discussed part of our history?

For those of you that had family members or friends involved in this time of our history—or are just interested in Australia’s 
past—When the War Came, with over 460 photographs and 540 large format pages, is an invaluable addition to your library. 

This is a vital chapter in a tragic conflict that should be better understood, and hopefully more deeply remembered. 

To: PNGAA, PO Box 453, Roseville NSW 2069
admin@pngaa.net—www.pngaa.org/site—www.memorial.org.au

Prepurchase before 31 July 2017 at the discounted price of $55.00 per copy
(Retail price after 31 July 2017 will be $60.00 per copy) 

Please send me ......... copies of WHEN THE WAR CAME: NEW GUINEA ISLANDS 1942 at the prepurchase price of $55.00 per copy
plus $20.00 p&h each (more if overseas) *

o  Enclosed please find my cheque, made payable to Papua New Guinea Association of Australia Inc., for $................  OR

o  I have transferred $................ to PNGAA, BSB: 062-009, A/C: 0090 7724 (Please  use your name as a reference and notify contact details by email to admin@pngaa.net)

Books pre-purchased prior to 16 June 2017 can be collected on 1 July in Canberra, if you wish to collect in Canberra, please tick box  o  

Name: ...............................................................................................................................................................................  Email or Phone No.: ....................................................................................

Delivery Address: ......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... P/Code ................

For more information, please contact Andrea Williams: E: admin@memorial.org.au

* Books will not be available for postal delivery until after the book launch at the 75th Anniversary, Canberra on 1 July 2017


